Gc 

929.2 
F76494f 
1832145 


M.L. 


GENCALOGY   COLLECTION 


&<^ 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01241  3867 


',        ^       CLl'VL. 


RECORDS 


OF  Till-: 


descp:ndants  of 


5<D[|n   jroriMiimi^ 


WHO  si:'n"i.i;i)  i\ 


Monmouth  County,  Nicw  J]:rsi^v, 
About  the  Year  A.  1).,  KjS:;. 


H^'^^-fS'  COMPILKD   HV   W'M.   1'.    I'OKMAX, 

Ex-J Hil^i  oj  MoiiDioKth  Coiniiuiii  /'/.■,/>, 


CLEVELAND,   O.: 

^liURT  c't   I'ORMA.N,    rklMKi;.-)  AMI  .sIA1Ii)M;Km, 

iSSs. 


1832145 


.^^^^o^. 


THE   FORM  AN    FAMILY. 


TIIl'^  unclcrsig-ncd  hcin;;  now  in  liis  sc\  cnt_\-nintli  yc:\v  and 
from  liis  associations  with  nian\-  of  thr  l-'nnnan  taniil)  and 
otlicrs,  with  whom  lie  has  conx'crscd,  cxtcnch'n;^'  as  tar  Wack  as 
sixty  or  si.\'t\'-fi\'c  )'c:ars,  from  famil\'  rc-cnrds,  Irum  ])nl)lir  ollicial 
records,  from  inscriptions  on  hradshuu-s,  on  iomhston<.s,  Irom 
historical  records  made  soon  after  the  e\'enls  recor(.lcd  took' 
place,  became  possessed  of  man)"  impoi-tant  historical  kicts  and 
reminiscences  in  connection  with  the  history  of  said  family, 
which  he  has  thouL;ht  oii;j;'ht  not  to  he  lost.  lie  is  satisfied  that 
the  followin;4  short  treatise  he  hei'el))'  sul)mils,  i>  snbstanliall) 
correct.  lie  does  not  insist  thai  he  has  l)ei.n  able  to  i^d  into  a 
full  and  compri.'hensi\-e  history  of  the  famil\-,  as  it  would  invoke 
more  labor  and  ener^'y,  than  at  his  a;4e,  he  could  briuL;  tr)  the 
work.  lie  lias  satisfied  himself  with  s^iv'in^-  an  outline  of  our 
ancestors  and  their  descendants  >o  f.ir  as  the\'  ha\e  come  to  his 
k now  ledj_;'e,  w  hereb\'  prrsous  of  iheii.inu'  or  l)liiod,  may  trace  to 
a  certain  e.xtent,  at  least,  the  relationship  that  exists  bet  w  eeii 
them,  down  to  the  sixth  i;'eneration  from  the  common  aiicest<u- 
who  settled  in  MonmcMith  count)-,  ,\'ew  jersev'. 

WM.    P.    J-OKMAN. 
Man.m.ai'AN',  Moninoutli  Co.,  N.   |.,  Dcm  cmlar,   1SS5. 


CHAPTI-.R   I. 

ABOUT  the  }-ca!'  1685  there  h'ved  a  man  by  tlie  name  of 
John  ForI'IMAX,  tlie  letter  (e)  seems  to  ha\-e  been  omitted, 
and  his  tlescendants  liax'e  since  been  called  I-^  )l;M.\X.  It  is  thought 
by  some  that  his  ancestors  mij4ratcd  frrun  Wales  or  I'.m^land,  fii-st 
having  settled  in  Massachusetts,  thence  rcnu)\'ed  to  Gra\'esend, 
on  Long  Island,  and  froni  thencc  to  Monmouth  cnmitx-,  X.  f., 
about  the  year  in  C|uestion.  Others  infer  from  \\'ai-<J row's  His- 
tory of  Scotland.  \'ol.  4,  pages  221  and  331,  that  in  the  \-ear  ihS^ 
the  persecution  of  the  adherents  of  the  Ldiureli  of  Scotland,  (Tres- 
b}'terian)  called  Cri\'enanters,  arose  to  such  a  height  that  man\' 
were  compelled  U^  seek  new  homes,  and  that  among  them  was 
one  JOIIX  Foreman,  who  settled  in  New  Jerse\',  about  one  aqd 
one-half  miles  southeasterly  from  Monmouth  Court  Mouse. 
The  neighborliood  was  long  know  n  as  the  "  h'ormau  neighbor- 
hood," b\'  the  public  roads  that  surroundci,!  it.  It  has  often  since 
been  called  "  Forman  scpiare."  All  ^e-em  to  agree  as  to  the 
time  and  place  of^  settlement.  The  writer  leans  to  the  (^i)inion 
that  the  latter  \'ersion  is  the  most  reliable.  .\t  all  ex'ents  he 
became  the  common  ancestm-  u\  mau\-  "I  the  leaddn.g  spirits 
that  ha\'e  since  mingled  not  onl\-  w  ith  tlu'  ])eople  of  this  count\- 
but  elsewhere.  It  has  been  claimed  that  the  name-  of  this  com- 
mon ancestor  ^\•as  not  John.  l^])on  due  consideration  of  the 
matter,  however,  according  to  the  best  information  the  writer 
can  obtain,  he  inclines  to  the  opiniiMi  that  such  was  his  name. 
lie  is  indebted  to  Rev.  G.  C.  ScI11:nc  K.  Mk.^s.  joiIN  C.  h^iRMAN, 
Miss  Mary  Ann  hYlRMAN  and  others,  f  )r  much  \-aluable  infor- 
mation in  making  up  this  record. 


The  said  John  Forman  had  born  ic>  him  as  follows,  so  far  as 
we  liave  been  able  to  learn. 

Samuel,  born  September,  1686. 

Jonathan,  born  Sejitember,  168.S  ;  (married  Margaret 
Wyckoff;)    died    Uecember,     1762. 

Hannah,  born  Uecember,  1690  ;  (marrietl  Willi. im  Alurdock  ;) 
died  January,  17/5- 

Aaron,  born  J  )ecember,   i<^«,)3. 

Kzekiel,  born  September,   1695  ;   died  ()ctobcr.  174'^). 

Mary,  born   Sei^tember,  1697. 

Rebecca,  born  September,  iC)99. 

Capt.  John,  born  September,  1701  ;  died  \o\  ember,  1748  ; 
(he  was  a  blacksmith  in  hVeehold.) 

Joseph,  born  1704;   died  Jul)-,  1775. 

Some  tliirt)'  years  since,  I  was  riding;-  b}-  what  is  kn(n\  n  as 
the  Scotch  biH'ial  i^round.  1  am  informed  that  a  chui-ch  once 
stood  there  that  was  tlie  nucleus  from  which  what  is  called 
the  Tennent  church  was  formed.  Jt  is  in  the  township  of 
Marlboro.  1  obser\'ed  a  prominent  headstone  to  which  m\' 
attention  was  more  particularl)-  drawn.  I  found  it  had  been 
erected  to  the  memory  of  JoNAlllAX  1'"()RMA\,  l\sq.,  who 
died  December,  1762,  a^^ed  74  )-ears.  I  was  unable  at  that  time 
to  ileU'rmine  whether  he  was  a  desceiulant  ot  the  pioiieei'  John 
or  not,  anil  remained  in  iL;iU)rance  upon  that  subiect  until 
recently  when  1  undertook  to  lool<  up  as  nian)'  reminiscenses  of 
the  b'orman  famil)'  as  I  could  fmd.  lie  appeared  to  ha\'e  l)een 
the  second  son  of  John,  senior,  born  1688. 

Jonathan's  cliildren  by  his  wife,  ATari^-aret  \\'\-ckr)ff,  as  far  as 
known,  were  : 

Nelly,  born  December,  F712;  (married  Ma\-  13,  1733,  to 
Abraham  Van  Dorn.) 


Samuel,  born  1714  ;    (iiiarricd  lIcLna  Dciiisc  ;)   died  179V 

Peter,  born  May,  1718  ;  (married  I'deanor  Williamson.  1742;) 
died  November,  1785. 

Jonathan,  born  November,  1721.        « 

David,  born  1733. 

Mary,  (married  Robert  Rhea.) 

David,  (married  Anna  Denise  ;j   born   1736;   dietl   1798. 

Inasmuch  as  there  has  been  much  speculation  as  to  the 
parenta<4-e  of  Gi:.\.  David  J'Orm.w.  of  military  fame,  and  his 
connection  in  the  I^\)rman  family,  from  the  fact  that  he  a})pears 
to  have  left  no  children  to  ^n've  the  information  ;  in  my 
researches  I  have  satisfied  m)'self  that  he  was  a  son  of 
Joseph  Formax,  who  was  the  sixth  son  of  the  Patriarch, 
John  the  1st. 


CHAni-R   II. 


OF  the  issue  of  Samuel  l^^jrman,  the  1st,  sou  of  the  ratriarcli. 
Johu  1st,  born  A.  D.  i6S6,  so  Iav  as  I  am  informed,  were  : 
John  I.  Forman,  born  1731,  diet!  i.Sii  ;  married  I  lelena  Denise, 
born  1734,  cb'ed  1796.  He  was  a  i)ractic,d  sui-\'e\-or  ami  one  of 
the  county  judL;-es.  His  official  signature  may  be  fouml  attached 
to  man)' records  in  the  Monmouth  l"ount\- olhces. 

Col.  Samuel  J'\)rman,  fdo  not  hnow  tlie  date  of  birth,)  dieil 
about  1S14;  with  his  two  wives  was  iuterreel  in  the  \ault 
beneath  St.  I'eter's  Church  in  Freehold.  1  le  was  distiuL^uished  in 
the  Revolution,  as  by  reference  to  the  militar\' correspondence  of 
New  Jersey  fully  appears.  lie  lived  at  that  time  on  the  Kild.ire 
farm,  in  upper  h'reehold,  (now  Millstone)  townshij),  and  fi-om 
the  lar^e  amount  of  timber,  not  fit  for  other  purposes,  manu- 
factured larg-e  (quantities  of  potash.      lie  left   no  children, 

Issue  of  John  I.  h^orman,  abo\'e  named,  (a  L^randson  ol  John 
1st,)  by  his  wife  h'Jeanor  Denise  : 

John  Forman,  (I  do  not  know  the  date  of  his  birth,)  remo\'ed 
to  Tuckerton,  N.  J.,  at  an  early  ai;e. 

I  )enise  I.  h'orman,  born  1768,  died  iSk);  married  hdi/.abeth 
1  .aii'd,  l)orn  178*.). 

Samuel  h'orman,  at  Stpian,  married  FoU)^  ("ouover.  Was 
the  father  of  I^x-Ju(li;e  John  S.  I'\)rman,  deceased.  The  issue 
of  saitl  JndL^e  are  the  5th  i;eneration  from  John   1st. 

Jane  hV.>rman,  who  married  'riu)ni<'is  'riiomp.'^on,  f-rmerly  of 
the  Stone  House  farm,  about  one  mile  from  Snn'thbm-i^-. 

Issue  of  Denise  I.  h\)rman  : 

lolin  I).  h\)rman,  bcnai   1802. 

I'^leanor,  born  1803. 
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Alice,  married  John  Concu'er  I'\)rnian.  son  (^f  I'unis,  born 
1805.      She  has  afforded  much  useful  information. 

luiielinc,  married   Rev.  Mr.  Whalan,  born   1809. 

Anna  E.,  born   18 13.  » 

W'm.  D.,  born  18  17. 

Issue  of  John  D.  Forman  : 

Anna  M.,  married  Steward  Rrown,  who  is  since  deceased. 

John  h^orman,  and  W'm.  11.  P'orman,  a  la\v}'er  in  I'^'eehold. 

Issue  of  Samuel,  first  son  of  Ivscjuire  lonathan  and  j^randson 
of  John  1st,  who  married  Helena  Denise,  y\pril   17,   1759 '• 

Denise  l^^orman  ;  (do  not  know  date  of  birth;)  married 
luiphemia  Kearney,  of  Key  (irove  (now  Ke\'port,)  on  the  5th 
day  of  I'ebruar)',  1782. 

l'"deanor  Forman,  married  Capt.  Philip  h^reneau.  poet  and 
editor,  who  took  an  active  part  durini(  and  after  the  Revolution  ; 
dubbed  by  ^"eneral  consent   "The  Poet  of  the  lve\-olution." 

Katy  Forman,  married  l^enjamin  Ledwird,  a  merchant  of 
New  York  City  ;   died  A.  I).  1775. 

Col.  Jonathan  h^orman,  a  colonel  in  the  Re\'olution  ;  also 
commanded  the  New  Jerse\'  regiment  to  put  down  the  whiskey 
insurrection  in  Penns\'l\'ania.  lie  married  Mar\-  Led\'ard,  of 
New  London,  Conn.  He  had  a  ckur^hter  who  was  the  mother 
of  Gov.  Sevmour,  and  John  F.  Se_\-mour,  of  New  ^^)rk.  She 
ma_\-  ha\'e  had  other  children  nut  kni)\\n  to  the  writer. 

Mar^^aret  h'orman,  married  John  Hurrou^hs,  a  merchant  of 
Middletown  Point. 

Maj.  Samuel  S.  P^orman,  married  Sarah  McCarty,  of  New 
Kondon,  Conn.  At  an  earl\'  (.la)-  he  mo\-et!  to  the  State  of  New- 
York  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  present  cit\'  of 
Syracuse,  became  wealth)^  and  inftuential  ;  died  at  i^reat  ag-e. 
P'^rom  his  writings  when  very  old  (but  of  sound  intellect)  much 
useful  help  was  furnished. 


ci[Arri-:R  iii. 


HAVIXCi  j^ivcn  sonic  account  of  tliT  chiUlnn  of  l^siiuirc 
Jonatlian  l'\)rnian,  the  SL-cond  son  of  John  1st,  aiul  ot  the 
issue  of  his  eldest  son  Saniueh  1  now  proceed  to  trace  the  issue 
of  his  second  son,  Peter,  born  A  I ).  171S,  died  17S5.  llis 
wife,  Mart^aret  Williamson,  he  niaiaied  A.  I).  1742.  lie  was 
a  justice  of  the  |)eace  at  the  time  of  tlu'  Re\ olution.  I  ha\'e  in 
my  possession  his   commission,  si;^ned  h)'  (iow  Li\'in;jston. 

William  i'\)rman,  their  son,  was  horn  1751  ;  died  iSj:;.  llis 
wife,  hVansinchy  llendrickson,  horn  1759;  dieil  1S15.  She  was  a 
daui^hter  of  Garret  I  Fendrickson,  of  Miildletown;  her  mother 
was  Catharine  Denise,  a  daughter  of    Tunis  Oenise. 

fonathan  J'\irman  lived  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  farm 
occupied  now  b)'  Josepli  hdy,  of  M.uialaiian.  lie  was  acci- 
dentally killed  when  a  youni;-  married  man.  Diix'inL;^  a  spirited 
team,  walking;-  b)'  the  side  of  a  loaded  wa:.;on,  his  k'et  Liecame 
entani^led  in  the  lines  by  w-hich  he  was  thrown  under  the  wheels 
and  instantU'  killed  ;   he  left  no  issue. 

Samuel  P.  h\)rman,the  )'ounL;-est  son,  was  a  \-ery  populai-  man 
and  was  hi_<;h  sheriff  of  this  count}-  se\'eral  times,  <ind  died  at 
AUentown  in  the  piime  of  his  life.  lie  lefl  a  son,  I'eter  l'\)r- 
man,  wdu)  bec.ime  hiL;"h  sheriff  of  Hunterdon  county;  a  son 
Michael,  who  held  an  (office  in  this  count)',  and  was  a  i;ood  busi- 
ness man,  and  se\'eral  daughters,  whose  names  I  cannot  place, 
one  of  whom  maia-ied  John  Lawrence  1  lend  rick  son,  ol  A  II  en  town. 

Peter  h\Trman's  dauL;"hter,  Anna,  married  Michael  Sweetman, 
who  resided  on  the  farm  bounded  b\-  Sweetman's   Lane  roatl. 

Jane,  married  Henderson  Sweetman,  a  bi-other,  who.-^e  farm 
adioined   that  of  his   brcjther   Michael,  and   the   same  which  was 


aflcrward  owned  by  tlic  I)a\'is()ns.  Tlial  nci^Iiljoiliood  took  its 
name  from  those  two  men. 

]\Iary,  married  Col.  I'disha  Walton,  an  officer  in  the  Re\-«ilu- 
tion,  former  owner  of  the  mill^  of  Lhas.  II.  Sn_\ilei',  f.sti,, 
(called  l?lack"s  Mills.)  After  the  wai'  lie  i-epresented  this  connt_\- 
for  a  niunber  of  ^^ears  in  tlie  leuishitixe  ccumcil,  and  w  as  three 
times  hi_<^"]i  sheriff  of  the  connty.  lie  liad  two  sons,  i'etei'  and 
'Idtomas,  and  several  danL'.hters.  (  )ne  of  them  became  the  wife 
of  John  I.  'IhompscMi,  (called  l^oss  'Jdiomi^son.  i  ( )ne  married 
\Villiam  Ro^-ers,  the  old  conrt  cr_\er  so  lon^;  and  la\<)rabl\' 
known.  There  were  others  whose  names  1  do  not  know. 
I^x-sheriff  Joseph  I.  Thompson  w  ,is  a  L;i'andson,  antl  was  of  the 
5th  (generation  from  jolm  J'"ormaii  1st,  and  hi:^  son,  the  jn-esent 
sheriff  of  this  count)',  of  the  fith  L^eneration. 

ITeanor,  ■married  William  Con<i\rr,  the  i^'randf  ither  of  (/apt. 
fames  W.  C'onowr,  the  ])atri(it  ami  s(*ldi(_'i'  whw  laid  down  his 
life  in  his  ellVn'ts  t(^  sustain  the  inteL;rit}-  oi  his  countr\-  in  the 
late  rebellion.  lie  was  of  the  0th  generation  h'om  the  said 
John  l'V)rman  ist.  l-'dward  M.  (_'<  iiu»\er,  the  vendue  m.aster, 
was   one   of  the  5th    <^enerat  ion  froui  said  John    1st. 

L)'dia,  married  Garret  Ik  Cono\er,  who  loianerly  owned  the 
l)a\'id  JUick  farm.  She  had  a  number  of  children,  who  all 
beloui;  lo  llu-    ph  i;\'ner.il  ion  \'\\u\\   John   koimaii    i-l. 

Melena,  nMri'ied  Tunis  Wimk  i\  (  er  ;  dii'd  \  ouu;^,  haxiiiL;  no 
children;  his  second  wile  was  a  ikiu;_d)ti.'i'  ot  i)ouiiniL'  OuHois, 
then  pastor  of  the  Dutch  church,  neai"  Marlboro,  of  which  the 
Rev.   Mr.  Wells  is  now  pastor. 

Of  the  issue  of  Wm.  ]'\)rman,  fu'st  son  of  i'eter:  (kirret' 
died  in  1826.  about  fort\'-six  )'eai's  old  ;  mariieil  Anna  Ivarr,  a 
daui^liter  of  ]{bene/er  Ixarr.  ["heii'  children  wrre  l-'ransiuchy, 
I'.bene/er,  l'~sther,  Willi;im,  Jonathan,  l.)(lia  Ann,  I'liL-be.  l-di/..i- 
beth  and  Catharine.       1  he\"  I'emoved  West. 


Peter,  born  178  i,  died  1838  ;  mnrricd  Rebecca  !''l}',  dau^ditcr 
of  Isaac  Kly  ;  she  died  18 17.  His  second  wife  ^\■a^  I'liebe  1-dy, 
dau<^hter  of  Allison  ¥Ay  ;  died  184S.  Ilis  children  were  W'm. 
P.,  Sarah  ¥Ay  and  Isaac  VAy  I^^jrnian,  all  b)-  the  first  wife. 

Catharine   died    single,   A.  D.    1873,  a_L;ed  eighty-three  \ears. 

I^leanor,  married  Lewis  b\)rd  Ilankinson  ;  had  se\'eral 
children,  all  livint4"  in  the  western  countiy.  His  sister,  l^liza  U. 
Ilankinson,  was  the  mother  (^f  b2x-Gov.  Xe\vell  ;  her  f  ither,  James 
Hankinson,  owned  the  farm  now  of  Mrs.  Robert  K.  Wilson. 
He  was  a  son  of  Capt.  Kenneth  Ilankinson,  a  captain  in  the 
Revolution. 

Jonathan  never  married  ;  died  in  the  w  estern  country  aL;ed 
about  seventy-four  )'ears. 

Samuel  W.,  married  Mary,  a  dauL;iiter  of  Jonathan  Cla\ton, 
who  owned  wliat  is  known  as  the  Da\'id  Reid  larni  ;  he  hatl  a 
second  wife,  a  native  of  the  west.  Some  of  his  children  ha\edied  ; 
all  that  I  know  are  the  Misses  Mary  and  'Margaret  h'orman, 
doing-  business  in  Warren,  Ohio  ;  the)-  ha\e  a  brother,  Jonathan 
Clayton,  all  by  the  first  wife  ;  he  died  a  few  \  ears  since  aL^eil 
about  eighty-one  years. 
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criAPri:R  iv. 


OF  the  issue  of  \Vm.  1'.  Iw-rman,  tlic  writer  r.f  tliis  article,  and 
l^velina    J^aird,   his    wife,    he    Ixiu-    of    the    5tli    i^enL-ration 
from  John  ist. 

l^orn  A.  D.  1S07,  his  wife  was  a  (hivii^liter  of  C'apt.  1  )avid 
]>aird,  an  officer  of  the  l\.c\u.Uitioii,  and  was  Ijorn  A.  ]).  1S05  ; 
died  November,  1883.  We  were  married  .Marcli  12th,  1S28; 
consequently  were  in  our  fift\ -sixth  _\-ear  of  married  life. 

I    served   as   a    representative    of    ^lonniouth    count}'    in    the 

Legislature  for  the  }-ears  1838  and   1839,  ha\inL,^  been  elected  on 

general  ticket  \\hich  was  then  constitutional,  Henjamin  Oliphant 

for   council,   and    Thomas     K.   Comb^,    James    Crai-"   and    C'apt. 

Garret    Mires^  for    Assemblx'.      Was    a    jud_-e   of    the     Court    of 

Common    Pleas  of  Monmouth   cr>unt>-  from    1843    to    1848   under 

the   old    constitution,    and   from    1852   till     1867    under   the    new, 

makiuL;-    in   all    twenty  )'ears,  and    have   ser\-ed    in    \arir)us  other 

offices,  civil   and   ecclesiastical,  nut   herein    named.      1    ha\L'  two 

dauL^iiters,    to    wit  :      h^-ansinch)-    Rebecca,    who    married   James 

Cook    Rue,  and    AIar\-  I'dizabeth,  who  married  John    Wan  Mater, 

of  Colts  Neck,  and  one  son,  I'eter    l'\)rman,  who   now  re'presents 

the   lirst    leL;islali\'e  ilistricl  of    llu-   count)-  of    Monmouth  in  the 

(.iener.d    Assend)l_\-.      lie   married  Ma-4!,ie    L.  Vdu  Doren,  March 

6th,  1884.      M>-  children  are  of  the  hth -eneration  from  John   ist. 

My  onl\'  sister,  Sarah    VAy    I'errine,  married  W'm.    1.  Terrine, 

Ion"'  since  deceased,   by   whom  she    had  six  children,  Peter  hor- 

man   Perrine,    Catharine   K.  P)e)',  recentl}'   deceased,   Joseph   W. 

Perrine,  Stephen  J.  lY-rrine,  h^rancis    Ivosteen    Perrine  and  Sarah 

P:.  Allen,   wife  of  Jasper    II.  Allen,   of  Dutch  Neck.       These  are 

also  of  the  6th  generation. 
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Isaac  K\y  I'^irnian,  born  Ma\'  4tli,  iS  1 2,  married  l''lizal)cth 
Ann  VAy,  a  daii[;hter  of  Ricliard  l'"l\  ;  llic\'  rLMiiox'cd  west  antl 
had  one  child,  WiUiam  K.  ;  the}'  ha\c  all  been  tlrccased  man)- 
years.  William's  wife  was  I.ax'ina  luluards,  of  l^atoiUown,  still 
living'  and  has  married  ai^ain. 

( )f  the  issue  of  Sheriff  David  I"\)inian,  the  \-(ninL;"est  son  of 
the  aforesaid  Peter,  and  L^ri-^at-L^randson  of  lohn  ist,  and  his 
wife,  j\nna  Denise  :  He  was  boiai  A.  1).  173^  ;  died  1S12.  She 
\\'as  born  1736  ;   died  179S.  * 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  stroni^'  afllnit)-  between  the 
l^'ormans  and  the  Denises,  inasmnch  as  three  of  the  h'oiTnans 
married  three  siste-rs,  all  dau<^hters  of  Tunis  Denise.  Samuel 
married  Helena,  John  I.  married  l-deanf)r  and  Daxid  married 
Anna. 

Their  son  Jcniathan,  was  Ijorn   175S.  died   1S03. 

'J'lmis  was  born  1761,  died  i<'^37.  1  lis  wife's  name  was 
Isleanor  Ivemson,  died   i-'^35. 

Samuel,  born  1764,  died  iS.fS.  lie  was  a  ])oj)ul.ir  pliN'sician, 
lived  where  the  late  John  hisher  J'\<rmaii  li\etl  anddieLfand  IkuI 
a  \  er\'  extensixe  practice  for  man}'  xears. 

Of  the  issue  of  Jonathan   horman,  a  son  of  David  : 

John  ]•)'.  hVirman'died  in  1S53,  a;^ed  si\t}--six  \-ears.  Mis 
wife  was  Hope,  a  d.un^lUer  o\  \)v.  I'hom.is  1  lenders,  m,  .1  man  of 
high  standing,  being  an  eminent  ph}'sician  and  a  patriot  of  the 
Revolution.  He  lived  on  the  farm  recentl\-  owneiJ  l)y  Charles 
Webster,  near  West  h^-echold,  and  is  said  to  ha\  e  been  the 
builder  of  the  dwelling  thereon.  She  died  in  1.S23,  agetl  thirt\'- 
six  years.  David  l-'orman,  another  son,  a  })h\-sician  located  at 
Middletown,  died  single,  aged  thirty-fix'e  )'ears.  A  daughter, 
Catlicrine,  married  hhioch  P.  Rose,  a  merchant  of  Trenton. 
h~leanor  married  Rew  Joseph  L.  Shafer. 
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Of  the  issue  of  Juliii  B.  I'\^niian  and  I  lope,  liis  wife  :  !  !e 
lived  and  died  on  the  homestead  of  liis  fatlier,  in  tlie  h'ornian 
neighborhood. 

Miss  Mary  Ann  Forman  li\es  in  Jersey  City,  w  itli  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Judge  l)ennington  !•".  Randolph.  1  ha\e  alreadx^  referred 
to  her  as  affording"  much  useful  information.      Since   deceased. 

'Idieir  son,  Jonathan  h'ornian,  alter  his  fither's  decease, 
lived  for  some  time  in  h'reehold,  married  and  remox'eil.  Since 
then  I  have  lost  the  rim  of  his  history. 

I  do  not  recollect  the  name  of  the  daughter  who  married 
Judge  Ivandolj^h.  Go\^.  Iledle  married  a  daughter  of  Judge  and 
Mrs.  Randolph.  It  will  l,>e  seen  that  all  descendants  be)-ond 
the  issue  of  John  H.  h'orman  and  wife  are  of  the  6th  generation 
from  John  ist. 
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CHAPTI^R  V 


OF  Tunis  Fonnan  and  his  issue  by  his  wife,  I-'.lcanor  Rcmson, 
second  son  of  Sheriff  D.uid  l-'ornian  a  great-i;Tandson  of 
John  1st. 

The  following-  incident  in  regard  to  liim  appears  in  IJarbour's 
Historical  Collections  of  New  Jersey,  page  345,  which  I  have 
thought  would  be  interesting  to  many  who  ha\'e  not  l^nown  or 
heard  of  it   before  : 

"On  a  fine  morning  yi  I\Ta}^  1780,  as  the  family  of  Mr.  ])avid 
1^'orman,  sheriff  of  the  count}',  were  at  break-fast,  a  soldier  almost 
out  of  breath  suddenl)-  burst  into  the  room  and  stated  that  he 
and  another  soldier  were  conducting tri  the  court  house  two  men 
taken  up  on  sus[)icion  at  Colts  Xeck-  ;  the\-  had  knock'ed  down 
his  comrade,  seized  his  musket  and  escaped.  The  sherilT,  on 
hearing  this  relation,  immediately  mounted  his  horse  and  i;al- 
loped  to  the  court  house  to  alarm  the  guard.  1  lis  son  Tunis,  a 
lad  of  about  seveiiteen,  and  small  of  age,  seized  a  musl<et  loaded 
only  with  small  shot  tf^  kill  blackbirds  in  the  orn-fields,  and 
putting  on  a  cartridge  box,  dispatched  his  brother  Samuel 
ujjstairs  for  the  bayonet,  and  then  \\ithout  waiting  for  it,  hurried 
olf  .doiu-  in   tlie  pursuit. 

"After  mox'ing  in  a  westerly  direction  about  a  mile  he 
discovered  the  me!i  sitting  on  a  fence,  who  t)n  perceix'ing  him, 
ran  into  a  swanip.  As  the  morning  was  warm  he  hastily  jjulled 
off  his  coat  and  shoes  and  dashed  in  after  theni  k'eeping  close 
upon  them  for  over  a  mile.  When  they  got  out  of  the  swamp 
each  chmbed  into  se[)arate  trees.  As  he  came  u])  they  dis- 
charged at  hini  the  musket  taken  fr(~)m  the  guard.  The  ball 
wliistled    over   his    head,   he    felt    for    his   l)a\-onet,   and    at   that 
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moment  perceived  tliat  in  his  haste  it  was  left  belli nd.  He  then 
pointed  his  i;un  at  the  man  with  the  musl<et,  l)ut  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  fire,  reflectini;-  even  if  he  killed  hini  his  comrade 
could  easily  master  such  a  striplin^^-  as  himself. 

"He  compelled  the  man  to  throw  di^wn  the  musket  by 
threatening-  him  with  death  if  he  did  not  instantl)'  compl)-. 
Then  loading  the  prize  from  his  cartridge  box,  he  forced  his 
prisoners  down  the  trees,  and  armed  with  his  two  loatled  mus- 
kets he  drove  them  toward  the  court  house,  careful,  however, 
to  keep  them  far  apart  to  prevent  C()n\'ersati(»n.  Tassing  b)-  a 
sj)ring  they  re([uested  permission  to  drink.  '  Xo,'  replied  the 
intrepid  boy  understanding  their  design,  'you  can  do  as  well 
without  it  as  niyself ;   you  shall  ha\'e  souie  l-»)'e  and  b\'e.' 

"Soon  after,  his  father  at  the  head  of  a  part)'  of  soldiers  in 
pursuit,  galloi)ed  past  in  the  road  withiii  a  short  distance. 
Tunis  halloed,  but  the  clattering  of  their  horses  hoofs  drowned 
his  voice.  At  length  he  reached  the  \illage  and  lodged  his 
prisoners  in  the  county  prison. 

"It  was  subsecpiently  learned  that  these  men,  whose  names 
were  John  and  Robert  Smith,  were  brothers  from  near  Philadel- 
phia ;  that  they  had  robbed  and  murdered  a  Mr.  Hoyd,  a  col- 
lector of  taxes  in  Chester  count)',  and  when  taken  w  ere  on  their 
wa\'  to  ioin  the  Ki'itish.  j\s  the)'  had  lieen  api)reheiuled  on 
suspicion,  mereK',  of  being  refugees,  no  detinile  charge  coulil 
then  be  brought  against  them. 

"A  few  da)'s  after  Sheriff  I'orman  saw  aii  advertisement  in 
a  Pennsylvania  paper  describing  them,  with  the  facts  above 
mentioned,  and  a  reward  of  $20,000  (Continental  nujney)  offered 
for  their  apprehension.  He,  accompanied  b\-  his  son,  took  them 
on  there,  where  they  were  tried  and  executed.  On  entering 
Philadelphia,  Tunis  was  carried  thrcnigh  the  streets  in  triumj)!! 
upon   the   shoulders   of  the   militar)-.      In    the  latter  part  of  the 
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war,  this  young-  man  became  very  active,  and  was  the  licculiar 
favorite  of  Gen.  David  T'orman. 

"  i\.  B. — This  account  was  taken  from  the  h'ps  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Forman,  who  was  then  tlie  boy  Samuel  who  was  sent  upst.iirs 
for  the  bayonet,  and  was  related  by  him  when  the  tr.msactions 
in  question  were  fresh  in  his  mind." 

His  son,  John  Conover  Forman,  l)orn  A.  D.  i  800,  lias  been 
deceased  only  a  short  time.  His  widow,  i\lice,  still  survives 
and  resides  in  I'Veehold.  The)-  had  a  son,  Tunis  AuL^ustus, 
born  1829,  died  1861  ;  and  a  daughter,  Alar>-  h'lixabeth,  born 
1833,  died  1858.  Tunis  .Augustus  left  a  widow,  AFrs.  Maggie 
I'^orman,  and  a  daughter,  Li/zie  h^irman,  who  resides  in  J'^'eehokl. 

His  second  son,  Jonathan  T.,  born  1804.  li\'e(.l  on  the  lu^me- 
stead  in  the  Forman  neighborhood,  had  a  son  lulward  T.  For- 
man, born  1835,  "°^^'  °''  ^oi'iiie'rl)'  li\iug  in  \\'illiams].)urg  ;  had 
a  daughter,  Theodocia  1\,  and  others  that  I  cannot  name. 

His  daughter,  Catharine  Fouisa,  lK)rn  in  ]  809,  married  Dr. 
I'^dward  Taylor,  of  Middletown,  who  is  now  dead.  She  is  still 
living.  They  had  several  children,  to  wit  :  Dr.  l^dwanl  ]-'.,  who 
is  now  a  popular  ])racticing  ph\^sician,  ha\ing  succeeded  to  his 
father's  practice  He  was  also  Surgeon  of  the  Ihird  regiment. 
New  Jerse}'  militia,  the  first  of  the  scxenty-fn  e  thousand  men 
ordered  b);  I'resitlent  I  j'ncoln  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Uibellion, 
ami  Surgeon  ol  the  I'irsl  Xew  Kr>ey  regiuuiil  of"  \dhnUeei-s  to 
the  late  Avar.  W'm.  Ivemsou  Ta^dor,  anolhei'  son.  was  Fieulcu- 
ant  Colonel  of  the  Twent}'-ninth  New  lei'se\-  \oluiiteers,  and 
on  the  resignati(jn  of  Col.  Aj^plegate.  was  pronuHed  to  the 
colonelcy  of  the  regiment.  He  is  now  a  phwsician  at  vXstoria, 
on  Fong  Island.  Tunis  J^'orman  'I'aylor  resides  at  Colts  Neck, 
New  Jersey,  and  has  held  the  office  of  collect<ir  or  assessor  of 
internal  revenue  in  this  district  for  mari)-  years,  and  is  well 
known.  Henry  C,  who  is  a  practical  farmer,  lives  on  the  home- 
stead in  Middletown.  A  daughter,  Mary,  who  is  single,  and 
a  daughter  Sarah,  who  married  James  Hartshorne. 
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ciiapti^:r  VI. 


OK  the  issue  of  Dr.  Samuel  Foruian,  )-()unL;est  son  of  Sheriff 
David  h^ormaii  and  Anna  Denise,  more  |)articuhu"l\'  refeired 
to  in  Chapter  I\^  c^reat-i^reat-i^randson  of  jolm  isl.  liis  first 
^\'ife,  Ann,  died  at  tlie  ai;e  of  t\\ent)--six  \  ears  ;  liis  second  wile, 
Sarah,  died  in  1837,  aged  se\'ent)'-t\\ o  }ears.  Their  son  Da\id 
was  a  ])li)'sician,  ne\'er  mari'ii-d,  died  in  iSjT),  ai^ed  al)OLit  thirt)' 
years. 

John  h'isher  1'.  Forman,  born  1801,  ched  1877,  who  li\'ed  on 
tlie  homestead  of  Iiis  father,  and  liis  wife,  Fransinchx'  V.  Smock, 
a  daui^diter  of  J(thn  Smock,  ched  in  1877,  and  botli  are  interred 
in  the  Tennent  church  1jur}-ing"  ground,  had  the  foMowinL;  sons 
and  daughters.:-  Sarah  ¥..,  married  J.  JI.  Sinnicl^son,  of  Saleni, 
N.  J.;  Ann,  married  U.  Titus,  ch'ed  in  1863,  interred  at  I'itus- 
ville  ;  Dr.  Samuel  R.,  a  ph)-sician  located  at  Jerse)'  Cit\'  ;  Mar- 
garetta,  died  in  1872  ;  Richard,  J  ienr)-  and  Maria,  died  in 
infanc}'.  John  h'islier,  died  in  1877,  aged  .ibout  t]iirt\-se\'en 
years.  Dr.  D.  McLean  is  a  practicing  ph)-sician  in  h'reehold 
and  vicinit)'  ;  his  practice  extentls  o\er  prett)'  nearh'  the  same 
fiehl  as  did  the  jiractice  of  his  grandfather,  Di-.  SanuK'l.  L^'iah, 
(.lied  in  infmc)'.  Charles  Dubois  h(u-man  is  a  fii'mei-  now  li\-ing 
on  the  old  homestead.  j\ll  the  fimily  that  h;i\e  diedewcpl 
those  named,  were  interred  in  the  hreehold  cemeter)'. 

Richard  T.  I^\)rman,  a  son  of  Dr.  Samuel,  li\ed  in  the  h\ir- 
man  neigliborliood,  died  in  [867,  aged  al)out  fift\-nine  )'ears. 
His  wife,  l^^lizabeth,  who  is  now  dead,  was  a  daughter  of  T'eter 
J^il)'eu,  h'.sc[.,  deceased,  a  man  much  resi)ected.  Tlieii'  issue  was 
Richard,  now  living  on  the  homesteail,  and  Sarah  Ann,  who 
married  Charles  Wickoff,  of  the  same  neighborhood. 


Ann,  a  dauL^liter  of  Dr.  Sanniol,  married  iTon.  J()sc])h  V. 
Randolph,  a  counselor  at  law,  and  since  a  inendjer  of  Coni^ress. 
They  have  long  since  deceased. 

Anna,  daughter  of  Sheriff  David  ]^\)rnian,  married  Corlies 
Lloyd,  a  lawyer  of  1^^-eehold,  b\'  \\h()m  she  had  se\-eral  children 
whose  history  1  am  not  able  to  follow. 

Of  the  issue  of  Aaron  Forman  and  Ursilla,  his  wife  ;  he  was 
the  third  son  of  John  1st,  born  1693  :  hatl  sons  and  daughters, 
George,  Lewis,  Andrew  and  Robert,  and  ilaughters,  I'riscilla, 
Lydia  and  Phebe.  He  left  as  executtn's  of  his  will  his  two 
brothers,  Jonathan,  T^^sq.,  and  John. 

Of  the  issue  of  l^zekiel  Forman,  fourth  son  of  John  ist, 
born  1695  ;  died  1746  ;  wife,  Elizabeth  :  Had  s(^ns  and  daugh- 
ters, Samuel,  Thomas  (wdio  remo\'ed  to  Ivenlucky  at  an  earl)'  da)' 
and  became  influential  and  wealth),)  and  Aaron,  daughters, 
Mary,  Hannah  and  hdizabeth.  h^xecutorsin  his  will,  his  brother 
Jonathan,  ICsq.,  brother-in-law  Daniel  Schenck  and  hdisha 
Lawrence. 

Further  reminiscences  of  Gen.  l)a\itl  I'orman,  who,  as  has 
alread)'  been  stated,  was  a  son  of  Joseph,  the  sixth  son  of  John 
1st  ;  (he  had  a  brother  ]'"zek'iel)  ;  he  married  Sarah  Marsh,  of 
the  State  of  Mar)-land,  b)-  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  (his  onl)- 
child)  Sarah  M.  h'orman.  She  marrii'd  Maj.  W'm.  Gordon  bor- 
man  a  son  ot  a  relaliw  yA'  (ien.  I-'oianan,  consequenll)'  her 
cousin.  He  was  a  highl)'  educated  geiilleinan  and  counselor  at 
law.  She  died  in  1799  aged  twent)'-six  )ears.  His  second  wife 
was  Sarah  M.  Woodhull,  only  tlaughterof  Rev.  John  W'oodhull, 
D.  D.,  the  venerated  pastor  of  the  Tennent  church  for  man)' 
years,  who  was  greatl)'  esteemed  in  his  da)-.  lie  was  the 
immediate  successor  of  Ivev.  William  Tennent,  of  blessed 
memory.  .She  died  in  Natchez  in  181  i,  leaving  one  child,  Sarah 
Marsh  h'orman,  born  1808,  died  1872.      She  married  Rev.  Clifford 


Smith  Arms,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons  wlio  died  in  infancy. 
lie  died  in  the  year  1863.  Miss  Anna  M.>\\'oodhuIl,  a  i;rand- 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  Woodhull,  has  rendered  important  aid 
in  this  part  of  my  narrative.  Gen.  l^'orman  was  wealth)-,  being 
a  hirge  bind  owner  ;  much  of  it  was  acfjuired  after  the  war  by 
his  purchasing  barge  quantities  of  land  that  liad  been  confis- 
cated from  the  refugees.  At  the  time  of  the  war  he  li\ed  on 
and  occupied  what  is  known  as  the  Hriidscrhoof  propertx',  near 
I'^reehold. 

The  venerable  Wm.  Campbell,  who  served  as  a  drummer  boy 
in  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  related  to  me  the  following  incident  : 
"On  a  certain  time  during  what  was  called  the  Tor)'  reign, 
wlien  the)'  were  Hushed  with  the  thouglit  that  \-ictor)-  was  about 
to  perch  on  their  banner,  had  assembled  in  force  at  l^'reelu)ld. 
he  being  a  boy  of  some  fifteen  )'ears  was  ordered  by  them  to  take 
the  wagon  a^ul. horses  of  his  father,  and  with  others  to  go  and 
bringdown  Bliick  David's  (meaning  (ien.  l-'orman's).  goods,  that 
they  miglit  be  sohl  for  the  use  of  the  King.  He  started  as  if  to 
obey,  being  greatly  frightened.  1  le  hid  in  the  swam])  and  to  his 
great  delight  found  before  nightfall  that  the)-  were  scattering 
in  ex'ery  direction,  and  J'Veehold  was  soon  clear  of  them,  being 
routed  by  the  sudden  approach  of  a  detachment  of  the  American 
ariUN'  ;   he  once  nu)re  breathed  fi-eel\    and  went  home." 

I  do  not  know  that  1  can  gi\'e  m)'  reailer  an)-  better  descrip- 
tion of  Gen.  David  b^n-man,  or  the  extent  of  which  he  was 
feared  by  the  enemies  of  his  country,  than  to  quote  from  Har- 
bour's Historical  Collections,  as  follows  : 

"  Gen.  l^\)rman  was  born  near  b^-eehold,  Monmouth  county, 
N.  b  111  the  war  he  was  the  most  influential  man  in  the  county, 
commander  of  the  troops  at  Germantown,  and  was  high  in  the 
confidence   of  Washington.       He    afterwards  was  a  judge  of  tlie 


count)'  court,  and  a  mcnilici' of  the  council  of  this  State.  His 
person  was  commanding-,  liis  adch'ess  L;entlemanl\-.  I'ossessed 
of  ^reat  fearlessness  and  eneri;)',  his  name  struck  terror  to  the 
wood  robbers  and  Tories,  towaixl  wliom  he  exercised  a  \-in(_Hc- 
tiveness  which  only  the  severit\-  of  the  times  could  justify. 
Woe  to  the  l.,^nilty  cidj^rits  who  fell  in  his  power  !  Without 
M'aitin^  for  supcrjliious:  cci-ciiioity,  the  shallows  was  L^Liierall)-  their 
fate.  His  complexion  was  dark  and  swaith)-,  and  such  was  the 
terror  he  inspired  amon<^'  them,  he  ac(.[uired  the  name  of  '  Hkick 
David  '  and  sometimes  '  ]Je\il  l)a\id,'  in  coiit  la-distinction  to 
David  l'\)rman  the  sheriff  Were  it  not  for  his  exertions  the 
county  would  hax'c  suffered  far  more  from  its  intestine  enemies." 
It  is  said  that  (len.  h\)rman  beiuL,^  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
topography  of  the  coimtr)',  acted  as  guide  to  (len.  W'ashingtcni 
in  arriving  upon  the  field  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  and 
rendered  much    ijiiportant  aid  duiing  the   i)i'ogress  of  the  fight. 


ciiArTi<:R  VII. 

SAMUKL  W.  FORMAX,  rcfc>^-cd  to  in  the  last  item  of 
Chapter  III,  was  about  eii;]ity-one  xx-ars  old.  He  \\as  of 
the  4th  <^reneration  from  John  1st,  and  tlie  x-ounL^est  son  of 
William  r\)rman,  ni)'  ^grandfather.  The  dan^hters,  Mar}'  C.  and 
Margaret  C,  liave  given  me  some  further  information  in  regard 
to  the  faniil)'.  Heside  tliemselves  and  Jonathan  C"hi)ton,  alread)- 
named,  he  had  se\'eral  children  that  ha\'e  died,  to  w  it  :  h^rances, 
aged  abont  twenty-five  }'ears  ;  William  I  lenr)',  a  merchant  in 
Cincinnati,  at  about  fort)"-t\\ o.  lie  married  hdi/.a  J.  Horn, 
of  Cincinnati.  Left  no  children.  John  C.  died  at  the  age 
of  twent)'-eight.  He  married  Cai'oline  Reid.  of  Coxington,  K\'.; 
was  printer  and  editor.  He  left  one  daughter,  named  AIar\- J. 
Jonathan  Clavton  by  first  wife,  who  li\-es  in  Cle\(.'lantl,  ()hio, 
and  is  publisher  of  this  work  ;  he  mari'ied  hdi/abi'th  C.  I)ai"roch, 
of  Cleveland.  I  le  had  two  .sons.  Samuel  W.,  living,  William  I  leiii')-, 
dead.  Hinder  and  stationer,  in  Ckxcland,  O.  Samuel  W.,  married 
hla  Kennx',  of  Cleveland.  I  (e  has  one  daughter,  named  I-di/a!)eth 
Mary.  His  children  b\'  his  second  w  ite  :  Ch.irles  h.dwai'd,  diid 
in  his  twent\"-fourth  \"eai",  not  mari'ied.  'Idiose  li\ing:  h'rances, 
marri(.'d  (."apt.  C'yiais  Norlli,  llractA  1  Ik-,  O.  \  h.ul  twin  girls 
named  )essie  Ma)'  and  (irace  Llaxton.  Catherine  Iv,  manied 
Thomas  Harrison,  editor,  Lapier,  Mich.,  rece-ntl)'  dece.ised. 
Had  one  son,  dead.  hhnm.i  (  h'msb\',  married  Xewton  .\Ileu, 
farmer,  Hraceville,  (). 

T  now  treat  of  Capt.  John  h'orman,  l)lacksnnlh  in  h'reehold,' 
as  stated  in  Chapter  I.,  the  fifth  son  <>i  John  I  si.  Ibid  sons  and 
daughters  to  wit  :  John,  James,  Thomas  and  A.u'i'm,  and  daugh- 
ters Eleanor,  Hannah,  Mar\%  wife  of   Iosei)h    rhrockmoi'ton,  aiul 


Rebecca.  His  wife's  name  was  Jane.  The  executors  to  liis  will 
were  his  wife,  brother  Jonathan,  Ivsq.,  and  son-in-hn\-  Joseph 
Throckmorton. 

In  Jonathan  Forman's  (l^sq.)  account  book"  now  in  n^v  pos- 
session, under  date  of  April  29tli,  1729,  is  the  followin;^  recoixl  : 
"Then  weig'hed  tlie  old  iron  and  "^lails  of  the  court  house 
and  jail,  the  old  com't  house  and  jail  ha\'in_L,^  been  burned  down, 
per  Jolm  Little,  Ivsq.,  and  Jonathan  h\)rnian.  Wei^i^ht  of 
iron,  320  joounds,  and  nails,  84  j)ounds."  in  the  same  book"  is 
included  accounts  of  Peter  h'orman,  my  L;reat-;^"randfalher,  after 
his  fatlier's  decease,  1762.  It  seems  the}'  \\ere  owners  of  a 
lar<^e  tract  of  timber  land  in  what  is  called  the  h'orman  neij^h- 
borhood,  and  that  the}'  carried  on  an  extensive  nianulac- 
tory  of  flom-  barrels,  which  were  in  threat  demand  at  that 
time,  as  the  book"  shows  that  man}'  thousands  were  furnishetl 
to  the  flouring"  mills  for  considerable  distances.  At  that  da}-  it 
would  appear  that  very  little  <^rain  was  exported  from  the 
county  until  it  was  turned  into  meal  and  flour,  and  had  to  lie 
barreled.  Tliat  solves  the  eni_L;ma  of  the  demand  for  barrels, 
h'rom  the  number  that  appears  entered  on  the  old  book  the  busi- 
ness must  necessaril}'  ha\'e  been  i)rofitable  as  they  became  men 
of  lari^r(j  property.  A  list  of  the  mills  ma}'  not  be  uninterestini;". 
I  recite  them  as  the}'  appear  on  saiil  bool<,  to  wit  :  John  lions, 
Obailiah  Williams,  Samuel  1  )enm's,  Jolm  Sutphin,  Abi'aham 
Probasco,  \Vm.  Covenhoven,  Stephen  Auback,  l.saac  k)e}s, 
McDaniel  &  Shaw,  W'm.  Lawrence,  John  Covenlun'en,  Palmund 
Williams,  John  Radfortl,  John  i'^)rman,  Daniel  1  lendrickson, 
John  Morris,  An.drew  Smith,  John  (jaston,  John  Richmond, 
Aaron  Van  Dorn,  (Ashfields,)  Thomas  Cooper,  Joseph  P'ields, 
Geori^e  Williams,  C}'renius  Van  Mater,  Albert  Co\'enho\'en, 
Wm.  Van  Kirk,  Peter  l^ruere,  John  \^)orhees,  W'm.  lfami)ton, 
Nicholas  Van  Brunt  and  John  Crai;^" — thirt}'-two  in  all.      Thirt}'- 


18G2115 

25 

two  mills  !  ^rinclinL(  in  one  county,  would  sccni  to  indicate  that 
as  far  back  as  from  one  hundred  and  twent)^  to  oiiu  lunitlred 
and  fifty-five  years,  (the  dates  in  said  book  are  from  i/iSto 
to  1769,)  much  grain  must  tlien  have  been  grown.  The  soil,  I 
suppose,  was  then  fresh  and  new,  and  even  from  small  breadth 
sown  produced  liberal  crops.  I'^find  a  small  book  among  my 
papers,  which  were  once  the  papers  of  m)^  great-grandfather 
I'eter,  an  officer  in  the  old  Tennent  church,  and  seems  to  have 
been  treasurer.  My  grandfather,  W'm.  l-'orman,  informed  me 
some  sixty  years  ago,  that  his  father,  I'eter,  led  the  singing  in  the 
church  for  some  years  after  it  was  first  used  f  )r  the  public  wor- 
ship. His  report,  May  29th,  1/55,  sho^\•s  that  the  payment  for 
the  pews  if  not  paid  was  to  be  on  interest  after  Ma}'  1st,  1753. 
This  would  seem  to  imply  that  the  church  ^\•as  finished  about 
the  year  1753.  The  Formans  \\'ere  largely  re])resented,  and 
took  nearly  one-tenth  of  the  pews  :  Samuel  Forman  and  David 
Rhea  took  No.^jb;  I'eter  h\)rman,  m)-  great-grandfather.  No. 
II  ;  Jonathan  h'orman,  h'.sq.;  No.  24;  Joseph  l*\)rman,  No.  27  ; 
Lewis  Forman,  No.  43  ;  John  l^\:>rman,  No.  18. 

In  tlie  last  will  and  testament  of  lY'ter  l^\)rnTan  above  named, 
dated  February  24th,  1774:  It  appears  that  it  was  more  the 
fashion  for  ladies  to  ride  horseback  than  now,  fi)r  the  old  man 
did  not  think  that  he  could  die  in  i)eace  until  he  liad 
beiiueathed  to  each  of  his  tlauLdileis,  that  he  IkuI  not  alre.uly 
provided  for,  a  riding  horse  and  saddle  and  a  colored  girl  or 
woman  to  wait  upon  her,  and  gives  the  name  of  each  of  the 
waiting  girls. 

It  is  said  from  good  authority  that  Col.  Samuel  Forman, 
herein  referred  to,  constructed  or  had  constructed,  the  vault 
under  St.  Peter's  Church  in  Freehold,  in  which  he  and  his  two 
wives  were  interred. 
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As  it  ma\^  be  interesting"  to  the  iniljlic,  I  L;'a\'e  tlie  names,  as 
stated  in  the  instrument  fi)uncl  amoni;'  tlie  papers  of  mv  L^reat- 
grandfather,  of  tweh'e  men  (JLU'oi's;  sworn  to  tlccide  on  an 
inquisition  hekl  (M1  tlie  23rd  of  Xovi  inber,  17S0,  at  Colts  Xeck. 
at  the  house  of  Joshua  lludd}',  (who  was  hunt;  b\-  the  refugees 
and  Tories,)  tried  before  I'eter  h'orman,  h.sc].,  a  iustice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  the  State  of  New  Jerse)',  to  \vit  :  Jose[)h 
Throckmorton,  Joshua  iVnderson,  I'eter  llulshart,  Aukey  Leffer- 
soii,  Joseph  Johnston,  Le\vis  McKni^ht,  John  Hall,  David  Ivhea, 
Jr.,  Ort  Sutphin,  Daniel  Harkalow,  Abraham  Trobasco  and 
Nicholas  Van  Hrunt. 

There  arc  a  number  of  resijectable  individuals  and  families 
of  the  name  of  h\)rman  with  whom  I  am  accjuaintcd,  not  oid\'  in 
Monmouth  and  Afercer  counties,  but  in  othei'  parts  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  and  elsewhere,  most  of  wlmm  I  beliex'e  are  con- 
nccted  with  the  famil)'  of  which  I  ha\e  been  treating;.  Hut  I 
have  not  been  able  to  hntl  in  m\'  re^eal■chL•s  so  far  connecting;" 
links  necessar}'  to  enable  me  to  write  uj)  their  L;enealo_L;\  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  Should  the  necessary  inform. ition  ever 
come  to  my  hand,  I  shall  be  i;reatl\-  pleased  to  add  it  to  the 
matter  herein  triven. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


SINCI^  the  fmx\i(oini:^  chapters  were  written,  the  writer 
learned  that  a  •^''entleman  ]-esiclin!4'  in  yMIcnlown,  N.  J., 
named  Charles  R.  Hutchinson,  wa--  possessed  of  considerable 
knowledy^e  as  reijards  the  histor)-  of  the  lM)rmans,  he  ha\in<4- 
been  a  descendant  of  the  6th  L,''eneration  from  the  pioneer  wlio 
settled  in  Monmouth  count)-.  lie  \ery  kindl}',  .it  the  recpiest 
of  the  writer,  furnished  him  with  some  data  which  has  afforded 
much  assistance  in  furnishini^  material  fi»r  this  chapter. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  has  furnished  data  to  show  that  J(jnathan, 
second  son  of  the  pioneer,  fhe  is  called  in  the  former  chapteis, 
Kscpiire  Jonathan,)  in  addition  to  those  I  ha\-e  recorded,  had  a 
son  John,  born  September  (4th,  1716,  who  married  Rebecca 
Ta)'l()r  ;  the  marria<4"e  license  is  dated  March  2ist,  1749.  John 
appears  to  have  been  settled  b\-  his  father,  I^sr]uire  )onathan, 
on  a  pro])ert\'  in  the  southeast  corneiof  Middlesex  count)-,  suj)- 
])ose(l  to  be  at  or  near  Matche])oni.\  creek'.  iii^  fathei"  appears 
to  Iiave  been  a  man  of  means,  and  in  his  w  ill  he  sa\s  he  has 
alread)'  ])rovitled  for  John,  and  nu-i-el)-  becpieatlutl  to  him  ten 
ilollars,  apparentl)'  to  ha\'e  him  undei'stand  he  did  not  forget 
him.      The  children  o\'   John  and  hi-^  wife   Rebecca    l"a\'lor,  w  i.re  : 

Jonathan,  born  Ma)-  7th,  1755  ;  he  hatl  attained  his  maic^rit)- 
at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  imlependence  :  his  sisters  u  ere 
Hannah,  who  mai'ried  William  X'anderipe,  Mari^aret,  Mar)' 
and  Catharine.  Jonathan  forthwith  enrolletl  himself,  amoni;  the 
friends  of  his  countr)-,  and  as  a  ])ri\-ate  soldier,  hastened  to 
battle  for  the  good  cause  ;  he  and  his  father  both  ])articipated  in 
the  battle  of  Monmoutli,  and  in  that  engagement  he  had  his  hat 
shot  (^If  his    heatl.      The    h\)rmans    were    well    repiesented  upon 


that  memorable  occasion.  We  learn  both  from  li-adition  and 
history,  that  several  of  the  name  participated  in  the  battle  in 
various  capacities.  The  patriotism  and  attachment  of  the 
family  to  the  cause  of  liberty  durini^-  this  tr\-ing- period  of  our 
country's  history,  is  unquestioned,  and  stands  as  a  just  mark  of 
pride  to  us  of  these  later  generations,  who  enjo)^  the  blessings 
of  independence  and  liberty  for  which  the)'  in  common  con- 
tended under  such  difficult  and  trying  circumstances. 

It  is  fair  to  presume  that  Jonathan  lived  on  his  father's  home- 
stead until  his  removal  in  1796,  to  the  farm  A\hL-re  lie  died  ;  said 
farm  laid  about  one  mile  northwest  of  what  is  now  Smithburg, 
adjoining  lands  of  Joseph  Preston  antl  others.  Ik-  was  not  far 
from  seventy-years   old,  according  to  the  memt)r\-  of  the  writer. 

The  name  of  the  first  wife  of  Jonathan,  was  Margaret  Har- 
bert,  whom  he  married,  Ma)'  6th,  1779.  The)-  had  fi\'e  children, 
viz.  : 

Rebecca,  born  Februar)'  20th,  17S0,  married  Ivobert  Hutch- 
inson, June  lOth,  1797,  b)'  whom  she  had  eight  children,  to  wit  : 
Abraham  R.  Hutchinson,  born  Ma)-  12th,  i  SoS  ;  lonalhan  Vnv- 
man  llutchinson,  Salvanus  Hutchinson  antl  Re\".  Aaron  V. 
Hutchinson.  The  names  of  the  others,  are  to  the  writer 
unknown.  The  corresj)ondent  of  the  writer,  Mr.  Charles  R. 
Hutchinson-,  is  a  son  of  the  said  Abraham  R.  Hutchinson,  and  is 
ol'  the  (>lh  geneiMtion  li'om  llu"  pioneer  ol  the  laniiU'  in  Mon- 
mouth count)',  as  luM'ein  elsewhere  stated. 

Richard,  born  December  5th,  178  i,  marrietl  Deborah  Ham- 
mell. 

Catharine,  born  Ma\'  22d,  1783,  married  Aaron  Iveid. 

Aaron  Ix,  born  A])ril  22d,  1785,  remosed  to  ( )hio. 

John,  born  June  3rd,  1788,  married  a  woman  named  .Andrews, 
by  whom  he  had  children,  viz.  :  Delilah,  removed  man)-  )-ears 
since   to  the  West,    and   John  A.    1-^orman,    recently    deceased; 
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he  lived  on  his  farm  about  one  mile  west  of  Charleston  Sprin^^s. 
There  may  have  been  other  children. 

Jonathan  Forman,  having  lost  his  wife  by  death,  married  a 
second  wife,  Martha  Preston,  a  daughter  of  Josejjh  and  Sarali 
Preston.     They  had  six  children,  viz.  : 

Susan,  married  John  K.  Davison,  by  whom  she  had  a  number 
of  children,  a  few  only  of  whom  are  remembered,  to  wit  : 
William  I.,  Jonathan  V.,  Gilbert  \V.  and  I'licbe  Ann. 

Margaret,  born  September  22d,  1795,  married  luioch  Cheese- 
man.  The  names  of  a  part  of  the  children  were  :  Charlotte, 
married  John  A.  Forman,  and  L\'dia  married  Jonathan  V. 
Davison,  and  Jonathan  V.  Cheeseman,  and  other  names  not 
known  by  writer. 

Phebe,  married  Thomas  Davis.      Removed  West. 

Jonathan,  died  when  a  young  man. 

William,  married  Gertrude  Gravett,  remcn'ed  to  Wayne 
county,  N.  Y.        ■ 

Martha,  married  Jesse  Parker,  b\'  whom  she  had  four 
children,  to  wit:  William  Parker,  Margaivt  Parker,  lulnuuul 
Parker  and  Alexander  Parker.  The\'  all  reside  on  the  home- 
stead of  the  father  ;  this  was  also  the  homestead  o{  the  grand- 
father of  the  family  herein  referred  to. 

It  may  be  iletuned  of  suiricit'Ut  intLTi.'st  to  state  in  closing 
this  brief  liistor\-  that  the  b'omian's  have  e\  inced  a  great  })ref- 
erance  for  the  healing  art  as  a  professic^i.  The  writer  can  trace 
out  the  names  of  at  least  nine  M.  D.'s,  who  at  tlifferent  periods 
and  places  have  figured  as  respectable  medical  [Practitioners,  and 
who  either  bore  that  name  or  were  lineally  and  directly  de- 
scended from  the  famih'. 

N.  11 — 'Ilic  writing' of  tlic  foic-^roin^- liistoiy  \v;is  ciuniULiu-fd  in  AuLnisi,  1SS3, 
and  clost'd  in  December,  1S85.  Suiiie  (if  the  cliaiaeteis  alliuled  to  liave  tlied  since 
the  work  was  begun. 
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